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Filed for intro on  03/11/2002

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 716
By  Hargrove

A RESOLUTION to honor and recognize Anne Brown for her
invaluable contributions to the arts community of
Tennessee.

WHEREAS, it is fitting that the members of this General Assembly should salute those

fine Tennesseans who bring the joys of artistic expression and culture to the citizens of this

state; and

WHEREAS, Anne Brown is one such estimable individual who has made substantial

contributions to the cultural heritage of this state and its Capital City; and

WHEREAS, a native of Texas, Ms. Brown first came to Nashville in 1968 as a newly

hired professor at Fisk University; since that time, she has become a leading figure in the city's

arts community and is often referred to as a “one-woman arts committee”; and

WHEREAS, first attracted to Nashville by the city’s reputation as a center for the arts,

she immediately recognized areas in which the city’s cultural offerings could be significantly

enhanced; and



- 2 - 01219284

WHEREAS, possessing a deep desire that her fellow citizens might know and

appreciate all of  the various arts, she has worked tirelessly on behalf of her chosen home and

neighbors; her efforts have served to further enhance and boost Nashville’s rightful reputation

as the “Athens of the South”; and

WHEREAS, she served with acumen and alacrity from 1982 until 1992 as the founding

Executive Director for the Metro Arts Committee, in which capacity she developed a public

agenda for the first Metro agency devoted solely to the arts; and

WHEREAS, that agenda included the creation of The Summer Lights Festival, a very

popular downtown arts event that she produced from 1985 to 1993; the program’s success was

such that Ms. Brown has been courted by cities throughout America to replicate the event in

their communities; and

WHEREAS, her expertise has also been sought by the developers of Nashville’s airport,

who wanted to create an area that would be welcoming to travelers and stimulate the mind and

imagination; with only two weeks and a limited budget, she created an innovative and ongoing

program, known as Arts in the Airport, that continues virtually unchanged to this day; and

WHEREAS, Ms. Brown was one of the key minds behind the creation of the Tennessee

Performing Arts Center’s Fest de Ville; though still in its infancy, this annual celebration is well

on its way to becoming the city’s leading visual and performing arts event; and

WHEREAS, in 1994, Anne Brown made the decision to enter the private sector of the

arts world so that she might share her knowledge of love for the arts on a full-time basis; and

she opened The Arts Company in January of that year; and

WHEREAS, her business has grown ten-fold from its original 500 square feet of office

space and has earned recognition as one of the region’s leading and most popular galleries;

and

WHEREAS, in addition to housing a constantly evolving collection of photography,

paintings, folk and outsider art, and sculpture by as many as sixty artists, The Arts Company
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stages yearly photography, contemporary outsider, painting, and emerging artist shows and

exhibits; and

WHEREAS, Ms. Brown has employed her considerable talents through her astute

service as a consultant and artistic director for such companies as Mercury Records, Warner

Brothers, and Bank of America; she curated a landmark exhibit of Nashville illustrator Tom

Allen’s work for the Ryman Auditorium, and the exhibit has toured selected galleries throughout

the nation; and

WHEREAS, in 1994, she brought much recognition and acclaim to the creative talent

within this state by producing the Nashville Festival, a six-week exhibition at Euro Disney Paris

of the works of seventeen Nashville artists; and

WHEREAS, Anne Brown’s peerless legacy of supporting the arts will be cherished by

many generations of Nashvillians and Tennesseans to come; and

WHEREAS, the arts have a unique ability to speak to people in many different situations

and places, and Ms. Brown’s efforts have given voice to the arts community within our Capital

City; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ONE HUNDRED

SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE SENATE

CONCURRING, That we hereby honor and commend Anne Brown for her estimable efforts to

enhance Tennessee’s cultural fabric through her ongoing support of the arts, and we join with

the arts community of this state and our nation in applauding her remarkable achievements,

which have brought much honor to Nashville, the “Athens of the South” and the State of

Tennessee.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That we extend to Ms. Brown our best wishes for much

happiness and continued success in her future endeavors.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy.
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